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Hyannis, MA, May 28, 2008 — The Town of Yarmouth Fire and Police Departments in collaboration
with the Cape Cod and Islands Chapter of the American Red Cross issued a “Be Prepared” community
challenge to Yarmouth residents.

The goal is to support the sheltering and care of up to 1,000 people in the town of Yarmouth in the
event of a major disaster.

Currently, the Town of Yarmouth has $30,000 within its budget to improve the town’s preparedness
for disasters. The American Red Cross has partnered with the town to generate a matching $15,000
challenge. The sum of the two parts will enable the Red Cross to provide shelter equipment for up to
1,000 people and enable the town to support other disaster response requirements such as pets,
special medical needs, facility readiness and inter-agency communications equipment.

As two of the Deputy Directors of Emergency Preparedness in the town, Chiefs Sherman and Almonte
are responsible to provide for the Town of Yarmouth’s preparedness in the case of any disaster event.
The Red Cross is expected to provide volunteer shelter and mass care support.

The Red Cross Challenge campaign will enable the training and equipment for disaster response
volunteers. Pre-positioned disaster response supplies consisting of floor mats or cots, blankets, adult
and child comfort kits, meals, water and additional supplies would be in place at a shelter in Yarmouth,
which can hold the greatest number of people in the event of a large-scale disaster.

Deputy Chief Kelleher and Lt. Rooney: “The town agencies and the Red Cross understand that there
are new needs to expand services, traditionally offered by shelters and they’ve worked hard at
providing pet sheltering and handicap access especially.

We have identified Dennis-Yarmouth High School as our Primary shelter and hope to work with the
Red Cross toward a more regional effort to share the burden of shelter management and expenses
with other partnering communities. In the Town FY2009 budget $15,000 has been identified to begin
the effort to properly equip the shelters chosen: Mattacheese Middle School and Dennis Yarmouth
High School.

We are challenging the residents of Yarmouth and surrounding communities to match our
contribution and prepare the regional emergency shelters by making a donation to the American
Red Cross, Cape Cod and Islands Chapter. ©

Depending upon the funds raised and the needs in each shelter, the Yarmouth Town Emergency
Managers along with the Red Cross and other participating response agencies will determine the best
mix of materials required to achieve disaster readiness at the Yarmouth locations.

Please help prepare Yarmouth and increase the sheltering capacity of your largest community shelter.
Donations for the Yarmouth challenge must go to the American Red Cross, Cape Cod and Islands
Chapter. To donate on-line, go to www.capecodandislandsredcross.org and click on the special
Yarmouth Challenge link, call (508) 775-1540 or write to: American Red Cross, Cape Cod and Islands
Chapter, Yarmouth Be Prepared Campaign, 286 South Street, Hyannis MA 02601.




